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Diploma Programme

Middle Years
Grades 6-8 Highland Middle School
Grades 9-10 Interlake High School

The Middle Years Programme 
complements the Diploma Programme

Diploma
Grades 11-12 Interlake High School
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English

� encourages very good 

writing and oral skills      

� complemented by an
international perspective
through world literature
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second language

Diploma Programme

group 2

Spanish, French, Mandarin

� aims to enable students 
to use the language in a 
range of contexts, for 
many purposes

� focuses on written and 
spoken communication

� several options available to

accommodate the ranges of 

student ability
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Diploma Programme

individuals and societies
group 3
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History and ITGS

� aims to explain trends and

developments, continuity and

change through time and

through individual events

� courses concerned with

individuals and societies in the

widest context: political, 

social, economic, religious, 

technological and cultural. 



Diploma Programme

experimental sciences
group 4
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Biology, Chemistry and Physics

aims to encourage and 
develop:

� practical laboratory skills
� collaborative learning 

through an 
interdisciplinary  project

� awareness of moral and 
ethical issues



Diploma Programme

mathematics
group 5
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Mathematics and Math Studies

� aims to deepen student’s 
understanding of this 
discipline and to promote 
confidence and facility in the 
use of mathematical language

� multiple options for different

abilities and levels



Diploma Programme
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Visual Art, Theater, Music

� emphasis on practical 
production by students and 
exploring creative work in a 
global context

� can be replaced by electives 
from other groups



Diploma Programme

one subject from each 
of the six groups

at least three but not more than 
four taken at higher level (HL)

others at standard level (SL)

Requirements for 
the subjects

group 6
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three central 
opportunities to bring 
together the knowledge 
and skills obtained from 
the six subject areas

vital to the holistic 
experience of the IB 
Diploma Programme 

The Hexagon Core

Diploma Programme

Theory of Knowledge

extended essay

creativity, action,
service
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exposes diploma 
candidates with the kind 
of independent research 
and writing skills 
expected by universities

an opportunity to 
investigate a topic of 
special interest

The Extended Essay

Diploma Programme

Theory of Knowledge

extended essay

creativity, action,
service
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stimulates critical 
reflection on knowledge 
and experience

students examine the 
grounds for moral, 
political and aesthetic 
judgments 

Theory of Knowledge(ToK)

Diploma Programme

Theory of 
Knowledge

extended essay

creativity, action,
service
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helps students become 
responsible, 
compassionate citizens

includes arts activities, 
designing and 
implementing projects, 
sports, community and 
social service, etc.

Creativity, Service and Action 
(CAS)

Diploma Programme

Theory of Knowledge

extended essay

creativity, action,
service
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Classroom teachers and IB examiners work in partnership 
to ensure that students have ample opportunity to 
demonstrate what they have learned

Assessment includes essays, portfolios, lab reports and oral 
examinations from throughout the two years as well as 
written examinations in May

Academic judgments about quality of student work rest 
with over 4,400 IB examiners worldwide

Diploma Programme

Assessment

© IBO  2002



Internal Assessments – Student work graded 
by the teacher, moderated via a representative 
sample by IB.

External Assessments – Student work not 
graded by the teacher.  All work goes directly 
to IB examiners.

Diploma Programme

Assessment
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Diploma Programme

Assessment
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Exams (70%)
Exams (50%)

WL Essays (20%)External

Individual Oral 
(15%)

Interactive Oral 
(15%)

Oral Commentary 
(15%)

Oral Presentation 
(15%)

Internal

World LanguageEnglish



Diploma Programme

Assessment
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Exams (70%)Exams (80%)External

Project (30%)
Historical 

Investigation (20%)
Internal

ITGSHistory



Diploma Programme

Assessment
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Exams (80%)Exams (76%)External

Portfolio or Project
(20%)

Lab work (24%)Internal

MathematicsScience



Diploma Programme

Assessment

Exam (30%)
Musical 

Investigation 
(20%)

Group 
Performance 

(50%)

Music

Research 
Investigation (25%)

Practical 
Performance 

Proposal (25%)

Studio 
Work 
(70%)

External

Theater performance 
and production 

presentation (25%)
Independent Project 

Portfolio (25%)

Research 
Workbook 

(30%)
Internal

TheaterVisual Art



Earn 24 points our of a possible 45 points
–Score of 4 on six subject tests (24 points)

–Max is 7 on six subject tests plus 3 bonus points for 
outstanding work on Extended Essay and Theory of 
Knowledge (45 points)

–Complete Extended Essay, ToK, CAS

Diploma Programme

The Diploma Bottom Line
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The IB Learner Profile represents the desired traits 
of students who graduate from the IB Diploma 
Programme…

Diploma Programme

What is it really about?

© IBO  2002


