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February 1, 2009

Dear Students:

Right now you may not know exactly what you want to do with your future. That’s okay. You have time to figure out what 

interests you, what you’re good at, and how those things add up to a career. However, the most important thing to do right 

now is to make sure you keep your options open. Post-high school education can provide valuable experiences that con-

tribute to a better quality of life for you. Higher levels of education lead to higher earnings. Over a working life the typical 

full-time, year-round worker with a four-year college degree earns more than 60 percent more than a worker with only a 

high school diploma. 

Bellevue students have a history of pursuing post-high school education. In the group of students who graduated from the 

Bellevue School District last spring, sixty-five percent went to four-year colleges and another twenty-five percent went to 

two-year schools. It is also the case both in Bellevue and nationally that students who do not enter higher education imme-

diately following high school choose to do so at some later point in their lives. So no matter what you dream of doing with 

your life, preparing yourself for more education beyond high school is your wisest plan. 

As you chart your course, set the bar high. We want you to meet all the requirements needed to get admitted to the college 

or program of your choice, but we want more for you. Unfortunately, across the country, about fifty percent of the students 

who enter college soon learn they are not well prepared and find that they are required to take remedial, non-credit courses 

learning subjects they should have learned in high school. We don’t want that to be the case for Bellevue graduates. We want 

you to be fully prepared for the rigor of interesting and engaging course work and for your transition from high school to 

higher education to be as smooth as possible.

To prepare for your future, there’s no substitute for a solid and broad academic education. Your grades are important but the 

difficulty of your coursework can also be a significant factor. Seriously consider joining most of your Bellevue classmates in 

taking honors and advanced level courses in the core academic subjects. Choose your electives wisely as well. These courses 

provide you the opportunity to add breadth and depth to your high school experiences. Electives allow you to explore new 

topics and interests, to help inform future career decisions and to follow your passion and pursue your natural talents. 

Careful planning is key to a successful school experience. It is important that you thoughtfully study this course guide. 

Involve your parents in your selections. Seek the advice and ask good questions of your counselors and teachers, and then 

choose wisely. We have confidence in you and in your future and we look forward to helping you in any way we can.

Sincerely,

Dr. Jan Zuber

Assistant Superintendent
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PREPARE NOW FOR YOUR FUTURE 
THE ADVANCED PLACEMENT AND INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMS

The choices you make now will determine the future course of your life. By taking college-level Advanced Placement (AP) or Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) classes you enter a world of knowledge and a learning environment that you might not otherwise experience 
in high school; by taking AP or IB exams, you have the opportunity to earn credit or advanced standing at most of the nation’s colleges 
and universities.

Advanced Placement courses are offered in all our high schools. While the availability of classes differ among the schools, in Belle-
vue School District we offer a total of 33 different AP courses ranging from English, US History, and Psychology to Statistics, Calculus, 
Biology, Chemistry, and Computer Science to Spanish Language, Music Theory and Art Portfolio. Surely, among all these offerings you 
can find classes that match your interests. 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IB) is located at Interlake High School. The 2-year IB Diploma Program is 
designed to meet international standards of excellence and is typically completed by students in grades 11 and 12. IB features a 
comprehensive and broadly based curriculum that includes languages, social studies, science, mathematics, and electives culmi-
nating with examinations in six subject areas. At Highland Middle School all students are served by the Middle Years Program 
(MYP), a program which serves as an excellent preparation for the more advanced Diploma Program. Students in the MYP study all 
the major disciplines including languages, humanities, sciences, mathematics, arts, technology and physical education. MYP seeks 
to help students make connections between disciplines and to give them a global perspective, and encourages them to participate 
actively in their communities. 

Why Should You Sign Up For AP or IB Courses?
The greatest benefit of AP/IB is the experience of taking academic courses in an enriched environment with classmates who, like you, 
are seeking intellectual challenge, are motivated to learn, and are committed to excellence. Participating in these courses is going to 
give you a head start on exactly the sort of work you will confront in college. You will improve your writing skills and sharpen your 
problem-solving techniques; develop the study habits necessary for tackling rigorous coursework; assume the responsibility of reason-
ing, analyzing, and understanding for yourself; and study subjects in greater depth and detail. 

What Are The Requirements?
AP/IB courses are challenging courses; however, we offer just the classes you need in order to be well prepared. In this Course Catalog 
you will find a flowchart for each content area that describes a recommended course sequence leading up to AP and IB courses. Other 
than that, the only requirements for becoming an AP/IB student are a curiosity about the subject you plan to study and the willingness 
to work hard.

You Don’t Want To Be Left Out!
Without question, more Bellevue students challenge themselves academically by enrolling in AP and IB courses than any other district 
in our state. In May of 2008, 2405 Bellevue students took 5493 AP exams and 3411 scores (or 62%) of those exams were worthy of 
college credit (i.e., 3 or above). Nearly seven times as many students took AP exams in 2008 than in 1998, when 354 students tested.

AP/IB Enrollment for 2008-2009
Enrollments in AP/IB courses have reached more than 6885 this year! More than 77% of all our juniors and seniors and 60% of our 
10th graders are currently enrolled in one or more AP/IB course. Eighty-five per cent of our students will graduate in June with at least 
one AP or IB course on their transcript. 

Want To Learn More About Advanced Placement or the International Baccalaureate Program?
For more information about either of these programs you can check with your school counselor. Additional information may also be 
found online at: 

Advanced Placement: http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/about.html

International Baccalaureate: http://www.ibo.org/
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General Information
This course guide gives you information about all courses that may 
be offered in Bellevue’s four regular high schools, and Robinswood 
High School. It also includes information about specific courses of-
fered in Bellevue’s International School. The International School may 
package courses under different names, may integrate and combine 
courses, and may change the sequence of courses, but its curriculum 
will still satisfy the same basic requirements as other district courses.

We hope this guide will answer all of your questions as you decide 
what high school courses to register for next year. The courses in this 
guide will be offered next year only if enough students register this 
spring to fill a class. So, it is very important that you think care-
fully about your choices now so that the courses you want will be 
available next year. Another reason for students and parents to take 
spring registration very seriously is that students will be committed 
to their schedule. Changing student schedules will be done only 
under exceptional circumstances. Desire to have a common lunch 
with a friend, to be in the same class with a friend, preference for 
a different elective, or similar personal preferences will not be ac-
cepted as reasons for schedule changes. The choices you make now 
will determine your fall schedule. If you cannot find the answers 
you need, or if you would like to have individual help in planning 
your program, please contact an administrator, counselor, or career 
specialist at your school.

	 Bellevue High	 (425) 456-7000

	 Interlake High	 (425) 456-7200

	 International School	 (425) 456-6500

	 Newport High	 (425) 456-7400

	 Robinswood High	 (425) 456-7800

	 Sammamish High	 (425) 456-7600

Counseling program 
Students should contact a counselor if they have questions about 
transitions between schools, registration, course selection, interpreta-
tion and use of test results, or graduation requirements. High school 
counselors assist students with academic, vocational, college, and 
personal questions. Visit or call the counseling center or career center 
to make an appointment with your counselor or the career specialist.

Each high school counseling center offers a wide variety of services, 
resources, and activities:

Visits middle schools during the prior school year to provide a •	
smooth transition from middle school to high school 

Assists students in planning, selecting and successfully com-•	
pleting middle school courses that prepare them for a second-
ary education plan

Teaches students (in classrooms) about the intricacies of  •	
college admission, how to develop and sustain study habits 
and develop personal/social support systems

Hosts parent nights providing information on course  •	
selection/registration, college admissions testing, drug/alcohol 
prevention, financial aid and other topics

Works with students, parents and families on addressing per-•	
sonal problems that are or may be interfering with  
student success

Facilitates outreach with community mental health  •	
support agencies

Monitors students’ academic progress and develops plans to •	
support students so that they are successful in resolving prob-
lems in doing well in school and classes

Provides a program to prepare students for an education •	
beyond high school

Develops and leads psycho-educational groups with  •	
topics ranging from body image, self-esteem to academic 
improvement

The high school career specialist, located in the career center,  
helps students:

Develop an awareness of self (interests, aptitudes)•	

Explore a variety of careers (speakers, field trips, internships)•	

Examine the educational requirements for their chosen career•	

Develop job-seeking skills.•	

Successfull Completion 
OF middle School

Students held accountable for their 
middle school performance
Successful Completion of Middle School Coursework Expected

Successful completion of middle school occurs when a student meets 
the academic expectations of the required program. Students who 
experience difficulty in doing this will be assigned to Tutorial and/
or placed in an academic support course that runs either during the 
school day, before or after school, or in the summer so that they can 
receive additional assistance and help in achieving academic success. 
(See below for further information on Tutorial and Academic Sup-
port). The high school to which an eighth grade student will be as-
signed may also depend on the student’s readiness for the high school 
program. Eighth grade students who experience difficulty with the 
curriculum may need the additional support of being required to at-
tend Summer School, Robinswood High School for their ninth grade 
year and/or be placed in an alternative program within their resident 
attendance area high school.

Middle school course requirements
Three years of Language Arts and Social Studies taken in 6th, •	
7th, and 8th grade. These classes may be offered during two 
separate periods or as a two-period block. 

Three years of Mathematics taken in 6th, 7th, and  •	
8th grade.

Three years of Science taken in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade.•	

Three semesters of Physical Education (one semester taken  •	
in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade).
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One semester of Health taken in 7th grade. At Highland, •	
Health is incorporated into each semester of Physical  
Education over three years.

One semester of Career and Technical Education.•	

One semester of Visual Arts I taken in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade.•	

One additional semester of Fine Arts: Visual Art, Drama, or •	
Music taken in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade.

Up to three years of assigned Reading A or Reading B if past •	
performance indicates that the student needs to improve his/
her reading skills and comprehension. Students who demon-
strate proficiency in reading are not required to register for 
any reading courses.

High school credit for courses taken  
in middle school
Legislation and district policy allow 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students 
to receive high-school credit for some middle school courses. 

High school credit for designated middle school courses may •	
be requested once the student is in high school. The request 
can then be made at any time up to the point a student gradu-
ates from high school. Please note that once the grades are 
recorded on the high school transcript the grade and credit 
cannot be removed and are included in the computation of 
the student’s grade point average. 

Incoming 9th-grade students who did not attend a Bellevue •	
middle school, who wish to request credit for equivalent 
World Language or Mathematics courses, must submit a  
transcript from their former middle school that includes a 
copy of the course descriptions.

Health examination
A health examination is required of all entering 9th graders. All stu-
dents must have a physical status card on file before participating in 
any high school’s instructional or activity program.

Information for high  
school students

Full schedule requirement
All 9th and 10th graders must take seven credit-producing •	
classes. As a general rule, these students may not take any 
non-credit class such as Teacher Assistant or a study hall. The 
principal may make rare exceptions, when he or she feels it is 
in the best interest of a particular student to have a reduced 
schedule that includes some type of non-credit option.

All 11th and 12th graders must take a minimum of six credit-•	
producing classes. If they register for seven credits in the 
spring, they will be required to take seven credits in the fall. 
Spring registration is binding in this regard and requires seri-
ous advance thought.

For 11th or 12th graders, an open period must be first or •	
seventh period if possible. Students are expected to be off 
school grounds or in a supervised non-credit class during an 
open period. An 11th or 12th grader who is on campus for all 
seven periods may serve as a Teacher Assistant or take some 
other non-credit option.

COMMUNITY SERVICE REQUIREMENT
Students must earn forty (40) hours of Community Service as one 
of their graduation requirements. Students may begin to earn these 
hours once they complete their eighth (8th) grade year. The hours 
may be earned all at one time, or in any manner that meets the 
student’s schedule, during his/her high school years, but must be 
completed prior to the student’s participation in a commencement 
ceremony and the granting of a diploma.

Community Service is any service that is done for non-profit agen-
cies and organizations and/or religious organizations. School service 
is also included. To assure that the service is appropriate for this 
requirement, students should complete a Community Service Ap-
proval Form from the high school counseling center. If students 
have a problem with locating an agency or finding a way to meet this 
requirement, they should work with their counselor.

2.0 GRADE POINT AVERAGE
Students must earn a minimum cumulative 2.0 grade point average 
(GPA) in order to receive a diploma. Athletic/activity eligibility also 
requires a 2.0 GPA.

STATE GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS
Beginning with the Class of 2008, all Washington graduates must 
fulfill the following three requirements: 

Students must meet standard on the 10th-grade Washington 1.	
Assessment of Student Learning (WASL) in reading and  
writing. Students must meet the standard in math OR be 
enrolled in math courses until they pass the test or graduate. 
Meeting the standard in math will become a requirement for 
the class of 2011. Science will be added in 2010. Students 
will have several opportunities to retake all or portions of the 
assessment that they do not initially pass. 

Complete a culminating project - High School and Beyond/2.	
Culminating Project is a mandated state graduation require-
ment for the class of 2008. Each student will be expected to:

Survey careers that match their interest and do a Quick Start •	
Careers

Give a speech about careers based on the student’s interests •	
and post-secondary options 

Write a personal essay •	

Independently take the information from the survey, speech •	
and personal essay to complete the college application/post 
secondary options process 

Complete capstone coursework identified to meet graduation •	
requirements 

Continued on next page
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Each of these expectations can be met by students taking •	
identified required courses. No student will receive a passing 
grade in the identified courses if they do not complete and/or 
fail the designated assignment for High School and Beyond/
Culminating Project.

Meet class credit requirements - Students must earn 23.5 3.	
credits. (Information regarding credit requirements is found 
on page 10.) 

TUTORIAL
A 30-minute tutorial is available Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and 
Friday at the end of the school day. A teacher may require attendance 
at the tutorial or attendance may be parent or student initiated. 

Weighted grades
Students who enroll in Advanced Placement (AP), International 
Baccalaureate (IB), and/or designated courses will have their grades 
calculated on a 5.0 scale (rather than a 4.0 scale) to determine their 
GPA (grade point average) for class rank.

Many colleges and universities use class rank as a major factor in 
their admissions decisions, in addition to overall grade point average 
(GPA), courses taken, community service hours, etc.

For transcript records (the official record sent to employers, colleges 
and universities requested by the student) all courses will be calcu-
lated on a 4.0 scale to determine overall GPA.

credit for activities/Athletics –  
Alternative Credit
Students in grades 10-12 may earn no more than 0.5 fitness (P.E.) 
credit by participating in one season of WIAA-approved junior varsity 
and/or varsity level team sports, cheerleading and/or drill team.

Eligibility for Athletics/Activities
The Bellevue School District requires that students must have a 2.0 cumu-
lative GPA in order to graduate. 

In addition the district requires that students in athletics or activities 
who have less than this grade point average and/or who have grades below 
a C in core classes (math, science, social studies and English) will be placed 
on probation for five weeks. If, at the end of that time, the student has 
not improved his/her academic progress, the student will be ineligible 
to participate.

Student athletes and members of clubs and activities may be part 
of the group of students who are not yet earning a C grade in core 
classes or may not have a cumulative 2.0 GPA. These students should 
still turn out for teams and activities. They will be placed on a five-
weeks probation and required to show that they are making progress 
towards meeting the requirement. Only those students who demon-
strate progress in the five-week period will be allowed to not only 
practice, but compete. After five weeks, if they have demonstrated 
progress they will be removed from probation. If not, they will not be 
able to practice, compete or participate in any way.

Credits taken outside of the Bellevue  
School District
There are some instances when students may take courses outside 
the district and receive credit. Before a student enrolls in any outside 
course for which she/he expects credit, an application and detailed 
explanation of the proposed program must be submitted for admin-
istrative review. The application is available in the counseling center. 
If the application is approved, the student may not reduce his/her 
schedule to take the course(s) and it is the student’s responsibility to 
assure that an official transcript documenting the completion of the 
course and grade is sent to the high school registrar.

Waiving course requirements
The following criteria and procedural steps indicate what to do to 
apply for a waiver of a specific graduation requirement:

Waiver requests must be completed before the last semester 1.	
of the student’s senior year.

The student must have taken a full schedule all four years to 2.	
be granted a waiver.

The student’s proposed schedule for both semesters of the 3.	
senior year must show that the student does not have room 
for the class he/she desires to waive (i.e., the student is fully 
scheduled with no open periods.)

Students must obtain a waiver form from the counseling 4.	
center and initiate the request.

Justification must be given for the request. The completed 5.	
application form should be returned to the counselor.

The principal must sign the waiver before it is given to the 6.	
assistant superintendent for final approval or denial.

Written approval or denial of a waiver request will be sent to 7.	
the student.

Early graduation
Early graduation from high school is appropriate for some students. 
Plans for early graduation must be made cooperatively between the 
student, parent(s), and school. Any student contemplating early 
graduation should initiate a request and complete a plan with his/her 
counselor. The plan must be submitted for approval to the principal. 
This should be done, at the latest, prior to registration for the year 
during which the student plans to graduate.

College credit/
acceleration options for  

high school students

International Baccalaureate (ib)
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Program, located at Interlake 
High School, is recognized internationally as a rigorous and compre-
hensive curriculum, designed to challenge college-bound students. 
The IB program’s broad range of subjects accommodates diverse 
student interests and intentions while adhering to the objectives of a 
cohesive liberal arts education. IB courses are college-level courses  
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offered in high school which includes frequent homework and 
involves extensive reading. Students in IB courses may earn college 
credit or advanced placement if they perform well on rigorous IB 
tests. For more information see specific course descriptions, or talk  
to an Interlake counselor.

Advanced Placement (ap) program
The mission of the Bellevue School District is to challenge and stretch 
every student in a rigorous set of classes every year.

All students are encouraged to seriously consider enrollment in one 
or more AP courses during 10th, 11th and 12th grades. Advanced 
Placement courses are college-level courses offered in high school. 
AP courses include frequent homework and involve extensive read-
ing. Students in AP courses may earn college credit or advanced 
placement if they perform well on rigorous national AP tests. Ask 
your counselor for assistance in selecting 9th, 10th, and 11th grade 
courses that will prepare you for success in any AP course that inter-
ests you. Additional information about the AP program is found in 
the AP information section.

Running Start
Current Washington State legislation allows high school students to 
attend their local community college or technical school and earn 
high school credits and college credits at the same time. There are no 
tuition fees for the student if the number of credits does not exceed 
the maximum allowed. Students enrolled in Running Start must:

Be at least a junior in high school and have 12 (twelve)  •	
credits

Must make application to the program during the enrollment •	
period for BCC in March prior to the fall quarter the student 
wishes to attend (otherwise the student can not enroll in the 
program without penalty to his/her GPA)

Must sign a Bellevue School District Running Start contract •	
with parent(s)/guardian(s)

Must enroll in courses that are approved by the high school •	
counselor so that graduation requirements are completed  
in conjunction with any college coursework that may lead 
to an Associates degree. The student should also maintain 
fulltime enrollment so that the student’s graduation status is 
not jeopardized

Be responsible for knowing the registrations date(s) and •	
deadline(s) for district and college course registration

Be responsible for transportation, lab fees and books•	

College in the High School
This program provides high school students the opportunity to earn 
college credit in approved high school courses, when the equivalent 
course is taught at BCC. In Bellevue, College in the High School 
courses are available at all four high schools. Subjects include: 
Computer Technology, Chemistry, Calculus, and World Languages., 
Students may choose to take any College in the High School course 
for high school credit only, choosing not to pay BCC the optional 
$115.00 fee for college credit. Contact your high school counselor  
for more information.

College Credit and Careers Network
College Credit and Careers Network is a combined secondary and 
post-secondary program of integrated technical courses allowing high 
school students to begin a Career and Technology Education program 
that leads to a two-year Associate degree or a two-year certificate and/
or a four year baccalaureate degree. To begin a College Credit and 
Careers Network sequence, students in grade 11 and grade 12 should 
enroll in a high school Career and Technical Education class that is 
designated as a college credit course. If the student completes this 
course with at least a B grade, the student will receive the equivalent 
course credit at the participating community or technical college. 
The only cost associated with College Credit and Careers Network is 
the application fee required by the community/technical college for 
admission to the college.

College and poSt-secondary 
entrance requirements

Requirements for entrance to four-year colleges vary, and may change 
annually. The University of Washington has substantially modified its 
admissions approach, moving from a numerical index compiled from 
GPA and SAT scores to a more holistic approach. Besides academic 
performance, they will consider factors such as whether a student has 
overcome personal or social adversity, their leadership skills and their 
extracurricular interests. For the most current information consult 
the Washington Four-Year College Book, the College Handbook, on-
line resources at www.collegeboard.com, or a specific college catalog 
for entrance information. These books and catalogs are in your high 
school counseling center. 

The entrance requirements listed below are for general guidance. 
Please ask your counselor for help in checking the requirements for 
specific post-secondary institutions.

Type of institution Entrance requirements

Technical schools like Lake 
Washington Technical College

High School graduation or  
18 years of age

Washington Community Colleges 
like Bellevue Community College

High School graduation  
18 years of age

Four-Year Colleges and 
Universities

High School graduation, 
rigorous coursework, GPA, SAT, 
and/or ACT scores. Also: 

4 years of English Language Arts

3 years of Social Studies

2-3 years of the same World 
Language (may be taken  
in middle school for high 
school credit) 

3-4 years of college preparatory 
Mathematics

2-3 years of Science

1 year of Fine Arts
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High school four-year educational plan
On the following page is an important worksheet to help you plan the courses you will take in high school. Please be aware that your post-high 
school plans for college, employment, or vocational training may require courses beyond the graduation requirements. Also, if you want to fin-
ish up your high school program with some Advanced Placement or advanced-level vocational courses, you need to register for the necessary 
prerequisite classes during 9th, 10th, and 11th grade.

It’s your future, so plan carefully!
You are strongly encouraged to complete your graduation requirements in the years indicated on the planning worksheet. Use the descriptions 
in this course guide to help you decide which courses to take in each subject area.

High school graduation requirements
A minimum of 47 semester courses (23.5 credits) are required for high school graduation in the Bellevue School District. Each semester class is 
worth 0.5 credit, except at Robinswood where each quarter block class is worth 0.5 credits. Specific graduation requirements are listed below.

Students must earn a minimum cumulative 2.0 grade point average (GPA) in order to receive a diploma. Athletic/activity eligibility •	
also requires a 2.0 GPA.

Students must earn a minimum of forty (40) hours of Community Service in order to receive a diploma.•	

Beginning with the class of 2008, students must complete a High School and Beyond/Culminating Project and pass the WASL in •	
reading and writing. Students must pass the WASL in math OR be enrolled in math courses.

* The English requirement of 4.0 credits is made up of the  
following courses:

1.0 credit Honors Freshman Composition and Literature
1.0 credit Honors Sophomore Composition and Literature
1.0 credit American Literature and Composition 

OR IB/AP Language and American Literature
1.0 credit Senior English, AP Senior English, OR IB/AP 
English Literature and Composition

** The social studies requirement of 3.5 credits is made up of the  
following courses:

0.5 credit Foundations of World History
1.0 credit World History OR AP World
1.0 credit (1 year) u.s. History OR AP U.S. History
1.0 credit Contemporary World/American Government OR 

IB/AP American Government/AP Comparative Government
*** Speech not required for graduating class of 2011 and after.

	 Subject	 Class of 2004 and thereafter

	 	 Semesters	C redits

	 English *	 8	 4.0

	 Mathematics	 6	 3.0

	 Social Studies **	 7	 3.5

	 Lab Science	 4	 2.0

	 Career & Technical 
	 Education	 2	 1.0

	 Physical 
	 Education	 4	 2.0

	 Speech***	 1	 0.5

	 Fine Arts 
	 (Drama, Music, 
	 Visual Art)	 2	 1.0

	 Health	 1	 0.5

	 Electives	 12	 6.0

	 Total	 47	 23.5	
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Planning Worksheet

	

9th grade 10th grade 11th grade 12th grade

English (1 year)
Honors Freshman Composition

and Literature

English (1 year)
Honors Sophomore Composition

and Literature

English (1 year)
American Lit. and Composition 

OR
AP Language and American Lit.

OR
IB/AP English HL 1

English (1 year) 
Senior English OR 

 AP Senior English OR
AP Lit. and Composition

OR
IB/AP English HL 2

Social Studies* (1 semester)

Foundations of World History

Social Studies* (1 year)

World History or AP World History

Social Studies* (1 year)
U.S. History

OR
AP U.S. History

OR
IB History HL 1/AP US History

Social Studies* (1 year)
Contemporary World/ 

American Gov. OR
AP American Gov./Comp Gov.

OR  
IB History HL 2/AP Am. Gov.

Mathematics (1 year) Mathematics (1 year) Mathematics (1 year) Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters

Science (1 year)
Biology

Science (1 year)
Chemistry 

Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters

pe (1 year)
9th grade PE

Health (1 semester)
Health

Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters

Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters

Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters Fill in 1 year or 2 semesters

In addition to the subject areas shown in the grid, students are required to take the following courses:

1.0 credit of Career & Technical Education taken any time during high school•	

1.0 credit of Visual and Performing Arts taken any time during high school•	

1.0 credit of PE. Taken any time in 10th, 11th, or 12th grade•	
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International School Grades 9 - 12
planning worksheet

International School
International School offers continuity for the entire seven-year secondary school curriculum. Expectations for student learning are clear and  
students are held accountable to a high standard of individual excellence. All students complete this seven-year cycle in seven core curricular areas: 
Humanities (English), International Studies (social studies), Mathematics, Science, World Language, Physical Education, and Fine or Performing 
Arts. The curricula are integrated and interdisciplinary, thus value is placed on each of the core curricular areas. International School does not offer 
electives within the natural core curricula, but through an extended field of study each year called Focus Week. In this manner, students have an 
opportunity to explore different electives offered through uniqe intensive study over their seven years at International School. 

International School believes in the competency of all children, therefore enrollment in the core curricula exceeds the minimum requirements to 
graduate in most subject areas. This seven-year study of all core subjects will provide students with the knowledge and skills required of them in 
the interdependent and international world where they will pursue their post-secondary education, career and dreams as adults.

9th Grade 10th Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade

9th-10th loop

Honors Humanities (1 year) Honors Humanities (1 year) AP American Literature  
and Composition

AP Senior English

World History AP World History U.S. History OR  
AP U.S. History

American Government  
Senior Project

Mathematics (1 year) Mathematics (1 year) Mathematics (1 year) Mathematics (1 year)

Science (1 year) 

Chemistry

Science (1 year) 

Biology

Science (1 year) 

AP Physics OR Physics

Science (1 year) 

AP Biology OR  
AP Environmental Science OR 

Environmental Science

Fine Arts (1 year) 

Visual Art OR Music

Fine Arts (1 year) 

Visual Art OR Music

Fine Arts (1 year) 

Visual Art OR Music

Fine Arts (1 year) 

Visual Art OR Music

Physical Education (1 year) Physical Education (1 semester)
Health (1 semester)

Physical Education (1 year) Physical Education (1 year)

World Language (1 year) 

French 3 OR German 3

World Language (1 year) 

French 4 OR German 4

World Language (1 year) 

AP French 5 OR AP German 5

World Language (1 year) 

French 6 OR German 6


